
 
Editor’s 
Corner: 

Kudos 
To  

Small 
Chambers 

 
 

Have you ever gone to a state Chamber exec's 
conference and too much of the program is 
directed towards larger Chambers - or read trade 
journals and the same scenario is true?  Well, I for 
one hear all the time: "we are a smaller Chamber 
(less than 1,000 members, sometimes less than 
500) and we are treated as stepchildren!"  We at 
CDS work with Chambers of all sizes throughout 
the country, and I have seen the tremendous 
positive impact the Chamber of Commerce has 
made in many small towns.  Granted, many times 
the larger organizations with big business and their 
heftier Chamber investments, can afford to offer 
some spectacular programs that the smaller budget 
Chambers can only dream of.  However, in many 
small town America Chambers there is a 
tremendous spirit that sometimes gets lost in the  
“big time".  I want to spotlight just one of these 
small Chambers:  Bogalusa, LA, which is a perfect 
example of a small town Chamber that does a great 
job for its community - population 14,000 with 400 
members (was 230 until a 1999 Community 
Awareness Membership Program) and a staff of 2. 
Also enclosed is a letter from another small 
Chamber because they too personify what can be 
accomplished with “want to”.  Large Chambers, I 
love ya’, but little ones, you’ve got my respect too!    
 

Successful Education Committee Program 

 
Designed to show support of the businesses and 
professionals for students pursuing high academic 
achievement and to supply incentives for students 
raising their grades, over 40 businesses participate.  
Each student is issued a laminated photo I.D. card 
as well as this list of participants who also display 
"Participant" window sign.  What a great reward for 
the students (and great promotion for Chamber 
member businesses!) 

 

 

That Added Personal Thoughtful Touch  

 
All of us work hard, for which we are paid (never 
enough!), but none the less, we all appreciate being 
appreciated.  When each one of the members of the 
Bogalusa Chamber participated in the Community 
Awareness Membership Program, the staff and I 
really appreciated their dedication, yet it was each 
one of them, as program team captains, who sent 
me this card! Isn't it great when people work 
together and discover the power of positiveness! 

 



 
  From Lafayette, LA  (population 182,000 with 1600     
  members and 7 staff. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Jackson County (Pascagoula), MS (population   
120,000 with 1000+ members and 5 staff)  
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Quote of the Month:            “Journeys bring power and love back into you.” 
 
So….for the multitudes of you out there who have hinted (or shouted!) that I need to pay attention to this 
quote…hark!…I am!  I’ve always wanted to tour Europe (Italy especially, of course) so will be doing so for April.  
The super staff at CDS will hold down the fort and I’ll be back in no time…refreshed and raring to go! 


